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EXPLANATORY NOTE.

This multigraphed circular is made up of descorip-
tive notes furnished mainly by Agricultural Explorers
and Foreign Correspondents relative to the more im-
portant introduced plants which have recently arrived
at the office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction
of the Bureau pof Plant Industry of the Department of
Agriculture, together with accounts of the behavior
in America of prevkous introductions. Descriptions.
appearing here are revised and published later in the
INVENTORY OF PLANTS IMPORTED.

Applications for material 1listed in these pages
may be made at any time to this Office. As they are
received they are placed on file, and when the mate-
rial 1s ready for the use of experimenters 1t is
sent to those on the list of applicants who can show
that they are prepared to care for-it as well as to
others selected Dbecause of their special fitness to
experiment with the particular plants imported. Do
not wait for the annual catalogue entitled NEW PLANT
INTRODUCTIONS which will be sent you in the autumn
and in which will be 1listed all plants available at
that time. Regular requests checked off on the check
list sent out with the catalogue are not kept over
from year to year. If you are especially 1nterested
~in some particular plant in +the catalogue write and
explain in detail your fitness to handle it.

One of the main objects of the Office of Foreign
Seed and Plant Introduction is to secure material for
plant experimenters, and it will undertake as far as
possible to fill any specific requests for foreign
seeds or plants from plant breeders and others inter-
ested. ’

David Fairchild,

Agricultural Explorer in Charge.
October 1, 1918. . '

Anyone desiring to repubish any portion
of this circular should obtain permission by
applying to this Office,
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Actinidia arguta (Dilleniaceae), 45241. From Bronx
Park, New York. Presented by Mr. George V. Nash, New
York Botanical Garden. Cuttings from plants sent the
New York Botanical Garden in 1898, under S. P. I. No.
235. as A. polygama. Introduced from Russia by N. E.
Hansen. There is no finer climbing shrub for porches
in this latitude than Actinidia arguta. Its foliage, which
is of a beautiful dark green color with reddish mid-
ribs, seems to be practically free from diseases. It
i1s a very vigorous grower and will cover a trellls
20 feet long and 10 feet high " in two or three years.
The vine, at least in Maryland, does not flower free-
ly until 6 or 8 years o0ld and very few fruits set
even when the bloom 1s abundant. The flowers are at-
tractive, with thin white petals and dark-colored sta-
mens, and have a falnt fragrance. The flavor of the
fruits i1s very sweet and pleasant, reminding one of
figs. They are about the size of damson plums, have
very thin skins, and are filled wilth extremely small
seeds. The selection of good frulting strains of
Actinidia would be a most 1interesting piece of work.
(Adapted from an article by Mr. David Falrchlild, in
Miscellaneous Papers, Circ. No., 110, Dept. of Agri-
culture.)

Berberis wilsonae x aggregata (Berberidaceae), 45477,
Hybrid barberry. From Bell, Maryland. Presented by Dr.
W. Van Fleet, of this Bureau. "Hybrids of Berberis
wilsonae and B. aggregata grown from seeds secured by
pollination under glass 1in May, 1914. Both species
are late bloomers when grown outside. B. aggregata, the
pollen parent, is an upright grower with larger folil-
age than - B, wilsonae and very showy flower clusters.
The hybrids, however, are evenmore spreading in growth
than B. uwilsonae with very thickset foliage that turns
deep. purple at the approach of frost and holds on
until midwinter. All the hybrids are quite uniform
in appearance and are very handsome and hardy. Flowers
and fruits have not yet appeared on these seedlings."
(Van Fleet.) .

[}

Brassica pekinensis (Brassicaceae), 45252. Pai ts'ai.
From China. Presented by Dr. Yamel Kin, Peking, China.
"Yu t'ai. Light variety, from Yuyao, Chekiang, China."
(Kin.) "Said to be a very rapld grower, coming to ma-
turity 1in four weeks, or at most not more than six
weeks, from the time of germination. It 1s especial-
ly prized for its sweet 'buttery' flavor which I have
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heard characterized of certain varieties of lettuce.
It is not eaten raw or for salad purposes: but when
dropped into boiling hot water after being cut up in
fairly large pieces it makes a staple green vegetable.
The rapid growth struck me as belng valuable, for if
in the same time as 1s necessary for growing lettuce,
one can obtain a good green cabbage, 1t will be un-
doubtedly as popular here as 1t is 1in China." (Kin.
Letter 2-26-18.) ‘

Claucena lansium (Rutaceae), 45328. Wampi. From
Yeungkong, Canton, Kwang Tung, China. Presented,by
W. H. Dobson, M.D., The Forman Memorial Hospital. A
low spineless tree with spreading branches; plnnate,
spirally arranged evergreen leaves; and 4 to 5-parted,
small, white flowers 1n large terminal panicles. Fruit
ovate-globose about 1 inch long; skin glandular, pu-
bescent; seeds green. The wampl 1s a native of S.
China where it i1s commonly grown for its fruits. It
is cultivated to some extent in Hawaili and could prob-
ably be grown in the warmer parts of Florida and Cali-
fornia., It can be grafted on grapefruit and other
species of Citrus, which makes 1t desirable to test
it as a stock for common citrous fruits. (Adapted
from W. T. Swingle, Balley's Standard Cyclopedia of
Horticulture, vol. 2, p. 786.) "Seeds from the largest
Wong pi I have ever seen. The Wong pi 1s a grapelike
fruit with large green seeds and evergreen leaves.'
(Dobson.)

Corylus colurna (Betulaceae), 45347. Turkish hazelnut.
From Rochester, New York. Presented by Mr. John Dun-
bar, Assistant Superintendent of Parks, through Mr.
C. A. Reed, of this Bureau. "The plants from which
these nuts were obtalned came from L. Spath, Berlin,
Germany, twenty-five vyears ago. They began to bear
fruit about six years ago. The trees are now about
twenty-five feet tall. It took these nuts two years
to germinate." (Dunbar.) The +tree 1is well worth
growing for its stately form, so remarkable for a
shazel, and for 1its curiously enveloped nuts. Native
of southeastern Europe and Asla Minor; introduced into
England about the middle of the seventeenth century.
(Adapted from Bean, Trees and Shrubs Hardy in the
British Isles, vol. 1, p. 402.)

Cudrania tricuspidata (Moraceae), 45448. From Augusta,
Georgia. Presented by P. J. Berckmans Company. "This
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tree 1s very easily propagated from suckers. The tree
that we have in our nursery 1s about 12 feet high and
about 6 feet broad. It would have been considerably
larger than this but for the fact that some four
years ago we headed it back to about 3% feet from the
ground. This tree had at least 1§ bushels of fruit
which matured from the middle of August up to Novem-
ber. It 1s most prolific, the fruits on this one tree
running up into the thousands." (Berckmans.) The fruit
much resembles a dense cluster of very large red
raspberries of the sfrigosus type 1in appearance, and
when fully ripe has much the flavor of an over-ripe
red raspberry. It has possibilities for jelly making.
The numerous seeds are large, but as considerable va-
riation has been noted 1in their slize, selection may
ultimately reduce them sufficiently to make the frult
a popular one.

Ficus palmata x carica (Moraceae), 45235. Fig. From
Algiers, Algeria. Presented by Dr. L. Trabut. "Seeds
of Ficus palmata, fertilized by Ficus carica. Ficus palmata,.
originally from Abyssinia and Erythrea appears inter-
esting, first, as one of the probable ancestors of
Ficus carica; second, the male plants are excellent cap-
rifigs to supply +the blastophaga. The autumn figs
(Mammoni) now have the male flowers and at this moment
1t is still possible for the Dblastophaga to carry
the pollen. The female plants yield mediocre edible
fruits. The hybrids should be interesting for desert
regions." (Trabut.)

Hibiscadalphus giffardianus (Malvaceae), 45242. From
Honolulu, Hawall. Presented by Mr. Joseph F. Rock,
Botanist, College of Hawail. "The Hau Ruahiwi is a re-
markable tree. At first appearance one would take 1%
to be the common Hau (Hibiscus tiliaceus), but at closer
Inspection one cannot but wonder at the most peculiar
shape of +the flowers, which are of a deep magenta,
and the large yellow tuberculate capsules. It is a
rather low tree with not erect but rather inclining
trunk of a foot in diameter, with a many-branched
round crown. It differs from the genus Hibiscus in
its very peculiar flowers (which are curved and con-
voluted) and mainly in the calyx, which is not per-
sistent with the capsules, but drops, together with the
bracts, as soon as the capsules are formed." (Rock,
Indigenous Trees of the Hawailan Islands, p. 299.)
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Hibiscadelphus hualalaiensis (Malvaceae), 45243. From
Honolulu, Hawaii. Presented by Mr. Joseph F. Rock,
Botanist, College of Hawaii. A tree, 16 to 23 feet
high, with erect trunk, white bark, somewhat reniform
leaves, and small ovate capsules, belonging to the al- -
most extinct genus,. Hibiscadelphus, of the three specles,
of which two are represented by a single tree each,
and the present one by a dozen or so living trees.
Seeds of all the,'species are growing, however, 1in
various Hawalian gardens. This exceedlngly interest-
ing and distinct species was found by the writer in
the year 1909 on the lava fields of Mt. Haulalai, in
North Kona, Hawaii, and in the forest of Waihou of
the same district, where about a dozen trees are still
in existence. The writer revisited the above locali-
ty in March, 1912, and found the +trees in - flower,
while on his previous visit, June 18, 1909, -only a
few worm-eaten capsules could be found. The trees are
badly attacked by several species of moths which feed
on the leaves and mature capsules. Mr. Gerrit Wilder,
however, succeeded ingrowing a few plants from healthy
seeds collected by the writer. (Adapted from Rock's
Indigenous Trees of the Hawaiian Islands, p. 301.)

Hordeum vulgare cornutum (Poaceae), 45366. Barley. From
Pretoria Transvaal, Union of South Africa. Presented
by Mr. I. B. Pole,Evans, Chief, Division -of Botany,
Department of Agriculture. No. 18. A rust-resistant
barley from Fauresmith, one -of the 1mportant wheat-
growing areas in the Orange Free State. :

Lawsonia  inermis (Lythraceae), 45250. Henna. From
Kerman, Persla., Presented by J. N. Merrill Captain,
Commanding First Reglment of Cavalry, Persian Army .
A handsome shrub, probably native of northern Africa,
western and southern Asia, but widely cultivated 1n
troplcal countries. The flowers are white, pink,
¢cinnabar red, and are very fragrant. From the 1eaves
is produced the henna or alhenna of the Arabs (cyprus
of the ancients), a yellow dye which is used in Egypt
and elsewhere by women‘to"color their nails, and by
men to dye their beards, and for similar purposes. It
1s the camphire of the authorized version of the Bible.
(Adapted from L. H. Bailey, Standard Cyclopedia of
Horticulture, vol. 4, p. 1830-1831.)

Lilium rubellum (Liliaceae), 45322. Lily. From Man-
chester, England. Presented by Mr. I. Henry Watson.






